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A LETTER 
TO OUR 
SUPPORTERS
First, a thank you. Thank you to all of our supporters for being the wind 
beneath our wings and setting us on such an incredible trajectory in our 
first year as an organization. This year, you made all this possible:

 Raised $40,000+ in funding
 Released a curriculum now used in 19+ countries
 Started 12 teams in 8 states
 Ran events & partnerships with IDEO and Stanford d.school

Whether you supported by donating to our campaigns, sharing about us, 
or cheering on the sidelines, we thank you. This year has been a rocketship 
journey and it couldn’t have happened without you. 

In the next year, we are looking to reach even more students, impact even 
more communities, and set the standard for learning opportunities that 
empower.

It’s a blessing to have the opportunity to expand our impact, and we truly 
couldn’t have done it without you.

Gratefully, 
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Connie Liu
Executive Director



PROJECT INVENT EMPOWERS 

YOUNG STUDENTS WITH THE 

CONFIDENCE AND SKILLS TO 

IMPACT THEIR COMMUNITIES 

THROUGH INVENTION.

Build a generation of fearless 
problem solvers.

OUR VISION OUR HISTORY

OUR
MISSION

In 2016, Project Invent started 
as a class of 9 students at the 
Nueva School. Now, we have 
hundreds of students across 
the country who are inventing 
technologies for social good.
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WHAT 
WE DO

SUMMER 
INSTITUTE

OPEN
CURRICULUM

TEAM
SUPPORT

DEMO
DAY

Every summer, we host trainings 
across the US for new Project Invent 
mentors to learn our process and 
meet other passionate educators. In 
2019, our Summer Institutes will be 
in Pittsburgh, PA and San Jose, CA.

We make our curriculum free and 
accessible to everyone because we 
believe that every student deserves 
empowering learning experiences. 
To date, our curriculum is used by 
educators in 19+ countries.

Trained mentors bring our process 
back to their communities by 
starting yearlong Project Invent 
teams. Teams of high school 
students invent solutions to 
problems in their communities. 
We support the mentors through 
monthly and on-demand calls.

Every May, we invite top investors 
and tech leaders from across 
Silicon Valley to invest in the most 
promising student inventions. We 
give students the authentic platform 
to share their innovations to the 
biggest tech influencers so they see 
that their work matters. 

-- --

-- --
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OUR 
IMPACT

19

12

95%
of students are more 
confident in making 

an impact

100%
of students found 

the experience 
meaningful

80%
of students continue

their projects the 
following year

teams
nationwide

countries 
where our 
curriculum 
is used

PROJECT EXAMPLES

ALIK is a steering wheel 
attachment to prevent drowsy 
driving.

ORION is a smart wallet that 
helps blind people detect bill 
denominations.

UNWIND is a handheld pod 
designed to reduce stress with a 
comforting pulse and calm light.
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A group of students at The Nueva School 
in San Mateo, CA worked with Jimmy, a 
young man in their community who is 
blind. They learned from him about the 
unique challenges that blind people face 
with navigation. After conducting many in-
terviews with him and others, they noticed 
a trend: veering was a huge issue, especial-
ly for those new to being blind. They set 
out to design a product that could assist 
people like Jimmy to safely navigate the 
world. Project Invent gave them a process 
to go from passion to product.

They invented Stria, a smart belt that 
helps blind people avoid dangerous 
veering when crossing the street. Through 
this work, students gained the skills and 
mindsets to become the changemakers of 
tomorrow.

Stria is now an award-winning invention, 
featured as a semifinalist in the interna-
tional Diamond Challenge and the Grace 
Hopper Prize Winner of the 2018 Inven-
tor’s Challenge.

Watch Stria’s full story

Project Invent has not only 
developed me as a confident 
creative thinker, but also 
empowered me to use my 
talents and abilities for others. The 
sense of fulfillment from designing 
for a human need is very special.

Noah T.
10th grade
Stria Project Lead

CASE
STUDY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk-kUnnjunY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gk-kUnnjunY


HIGHLIGHT
REEL

Students on Team Stria prototype their electronics for their smart belt to help 
prevent blind people from dangerous veering when crossing the street.

High school students from across California joined us at the IDEO 
Headquarters in Palo Alto to learn about how design thinking and engineering 
can make an impact on everything from toothbrushes to personal computing.
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Students from White Salmon, WA work on prototyping an accessible gaming 
controller for people with quadripalegia so they can participate in gaming 
and entertainment too.

We hosted a Summer Institute at The Tech Museum  in San Jose, CA with 
educators from across the Bay Area to bring community problem solving 
through making into their own classrooms.
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VOICES FROM 
THE FIELD

when I first started Project Invent, 
I was scared to do certain things. 
But I learned to just go for it, and 
we’re going to fail sometimes, 
but at the end of the day, it’s 
what you learn.

STUDENT

BOARD

Project Invent stands out in 
the field of invention education 
because of its focus on empathy 
as the inspiration for student 
action. Students get the powerful 
experience of using creativity 
and collaboration to make a real 
difference in society.
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DJ, 10th grade (East Palo Alto, CA)

Michelle Fishburne (Apex, NC)



I decided to intern with Project 
Invent because I wanted to 
empower high school students 
around the world to see their 
full potential as engineers and 
entrepreneurs. I’m now a better 
design thinker and I have inspired 
so many others.

INTERN

It has been an inspiring year 
mentoring Project Invent and 
seeing students transform as 
they realize that they have the 
power to design our world and 
solve problems through inven-
tion and teamwork.

MENTOR
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JZ, 11th grade (San Mateo, CA)

Rachel Hooper (Burlington, VT)
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NATIONAL
RECOGNITION

THE TECH MUSEUM OF INNOVATION: Summer Institute

STANFORD D.SCHOOL: Demo Day

IDEO: Kickoff

MEDIA

EVENTS

TALKS

MAKE MAGAZINE: Young Leaders Need the Maker Movement

GETTING SMART: Inspiring Our Future Leaders with the Mak-
er Movement

MIT ALUMNI NEWS: Future-Focused Education, Rooted in 
Invention

SXSWEDU (Austin, TX): presentation

MAKER FAIRE (San Mateo, CA): booth

ISACS (Detroit, MI): featured speaker

LEMELSON CONVENING (DC): breakout presenter



OUR
FINANCIALS
(2018-2019)

Foundation - $22,500 (48%)

Individual - $20,669 (36%)

Corporate - $3,500 (9%)

Direct Revenue - $3,400 (7%)

Program - $37,667 (87%)

Management - $4,740 (11%)

Fundraising - $750 (2%)
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OUR
GOALS

NEXT YEAR, WE AIM TO 

SERVE 5 TIMES MORE 

TEAMS, ADD A YEAR 2 

PROGRAM, AND GROW OUR  

LEADERSHIP TEAM.

After an incredibly successful 
first year, our goal is to expand 
our impact to even more of 
the students who need it most. 
Our goal next year is to raise 
$330,000 in funding to grow our 
program by 5 times.

We aim to make Project Invent 
more accessible, more impactful, 
and more sustainable.

This work truly couldn’t happen 
without our supporters. In 2018, 
84 new donors committed to 
supporting our impact, and 
interest in Project Invent surged 
beyond national borders. 

We’re excited to continue to 
grow our program so even more 
young people can make an 
impact through invention.
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Donate by check to 
Project Invent and mail:

Project Invent
370 Hamilton Ave
Menlo Park, CA 94025

or on our website at:

projectinvent.org/donate

$500

$250

$5,000

funds a new mentor to be 
trained in the invention process

funds 4 full months of operation

helps us grow our program by 
5x by sponsoring 5 new teams

funds a team’s prototyping 
supplies for the year

sponsors a Project Invent team 
to start at a new school 

sponsors a team’s trip to Silicon 
Valley for Demo Day

$2,000

$10,000

$100,000

SUPPORT
OUR WORK

FEELING INSPIRED? BECOME 

A VALUED SPONSOR AND 

DONATE TO MAKE OUR 2019 

GOALS POSSIBLE.
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https://www.projectinvent.org/donate


VISIT OUR WEBSITE

CONTACT US

www.projectinvent.org

hello@projectinvent.org

https://www.projectinvent.org/

